
CONNECTING	  TO	  THE	  MySQL	  Database	  using	  R	  for	  MAC	  OS	  X	  
	  

1) To	   connect	   to	   MySQL	   using	   R	   use	   the	   RMySQL	   package.	   	   You	   can	  
download	  the	  package	  from	  the	  following	  link:	  	  
https://cran.r-‐project.org/web/packages/RMySQL/index.html	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

2) Download	   the	   RMySQL_0.10.4.tgz	   file.	   This	   is	   the	   package	   that	  will	  
provide	  the	  required	  functions	  to	  connect	  R	  to	  MySQL.	  
	  

3) Open	  the	  R	  Terminal	  from	  the	  Launcher.	  
	  



	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



4) To	  install	  the	  package	  use	  the	  following	  command	  on	  the	  R	  Terminal.	  
install.packages('/Users/priyank_kumar/Downloads/RMySQL_0.10.
4.tgz',repos	   =	   NULL,	   type='source').	   	   The	   first	   argument	   of	   the	  
function	   is	   the	   location	   of	   the	   package	   on	   your	   system,	   second	  
argument	  is	  for	  setting	  up	  repositories	  on	  the	  system	  and	  the	  third	  is	  
for	  the	  type	  of	  installation	  package.	  

	  
5) After	   you	   get	   the	   success	   message	   proceed	   with	   the	   following	  

instructions.	  
6) To	   create	   a	   connection	   to	   the	   MySQL	   server	   use	   the	   following	  

command:	  
connObj	   <-‐	   dbConnect(MySQL(),	   user='root',	   password='root',	  
dbname='mysql',	  host='localhost')	  
Argument	  1	  –	  MySQL()	  
Argument	  2	  –	  Username	  
Argument	  3	  –	  Password	  
Argument	  4	  –	  Database	  name	  of	  database	  you	  want	  to	  select	  
Argument	  5	  –	  Hostname	  	  

	  
7) You	  have	  now	  a	   connection	  object	   named	  as	   connObj	   and	   you	   can	  

use	  it	  to	  perform	  various	  operations.	  
	  

8) An	  example	  of	  a	  MySQL	  query	  in	  R	  is	  provided	  below:	  
rs	  <-‐	  	  dbSendQuery(connObj,	  "select	  name	  from	  user	  limit	  10;")	  
In	   this	   we	   use	   the	   connection	   object	   created	   above	   as	   the	   first	  
argument	  and	  provide	  the	  query	  required	  as	  the	  second	  argument. 
	  

9) After	  you	  have	  completed	  the	  assigned	  work	  use	  dbdisconnect(connObj)	  	  
to	  release	  the	  connection.	  

	  


