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Benefits of Reuse
• Reusing code/formulas can reduce development effort.
• Reusing code/formulas may make it easier to make 

changes.
• Reusing code/formulas can reduce errors in the following 

ways
1. By reducing keystrokes, errors caused by typos are 

reduced.
2. Reused code gets tested in more situations 

increasing the chances that a bug will be caught



Reused Formulas/Code can 
also introduce errors

• Reuse of code/formulas may require that 
these formulas/code are written in special 
ways. 

• More things to think about means more 
ways to make an error



Example

An example problem that can benefit from 
code/formula reuse

• You are given the sequence of numbers:
2, 5, 7, 8

• You are asked to find for each value a 
number 3 times greater.



Example Without Reuse



Example Without Reuse

• The formula box shows the formula B6*A4
• This formula cannot be dragged or copied 

and pasted.
• If this formula were copied and pasted to 

B1, it would read B3*A1
• The formula actually at B1, the formula we 

want is B6*A1



Example With Reuse



Example With Reuse

• The formula box shows that B4 contains a 
formula that can be dragged and/or copied 
and pasted to solve the problem

• If the formula in B4 is $B$6*A4
• If that formula were to be dragged or 

pasted to B1, it would be changed to 
$B$6*A1, which is what is needed to solve 
the problem
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