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Visual Design

November 9, 2016

w/content from Jonathan Speh

http://www.slideshare.net/JonathanSpeh/visual-interface-
design-54414265

* T3 (due next Wed @ 6pm — bring paper
prototypes to class)

* Hot Topics
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DESIGN IS NOT SIMPLY SHAPES AND COLORS,
IT'S ABOUT BUILDING A CONNECTION WITH

YOUR USERS. IT'S OFTEN THE FIRST AND ONLY
CHANCE TO LEAVE A LASTING IMPRESSION.

A BALANCE BETWEEN CAPTIVATING AESTHETICS
AND EFFORTLESS INTERACTIVITY




Elements of Visual Design

Shape

Size

Color

Orientation

Texture

Position, Space & Grides
Text & Typography
Information Hierarchy
Motion

Convey what something is
Harder to disambiguate, as
compared to

— Color

— Size

When might you use shape
over color to differentiate?

— Small # of icons

— Uncommonly used controls
(fade into background)

— Enough space to further
delineate
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Size

Acme Sites #changes v 0 =

stewart X
& Im'ma tweeting that

https:/twitter.com/glitchlog/status/223600465462566912
== Glitch Change Log I
12 new hairstyles & 19 new skin colors have been added to the Vanity. Taste
the hairy rainbow! Forum post:
http://wwwglitch.com/forum/general/24360/

# changes
#general

#products

myles
Entering a street with a Qurazy for you now shows a pretty animated overlay where the growl used to go, for 10 seconds

i 3

Fixed bug #9358 Piggies shouldn't get stuck walking in place any more,
bugbot
Bug #9358

Title

Piggies are stuck walkingn place

Creator Assignee
mackenzie liz

Status Priority
fixed normal

eric
‘ akristel, can you test on dev.glitch.com to see if coat sleeves are now working as expected?

n kristel
indeed they are! thanks @eric!

Q lristel
& @onl

Color

* Quick way to make content stand out
— Hue: color (yellow, red, orange, ...)
— Saturation: vibrant or muted
— Value: light to dark (as compared to background)
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MATTER

EXPLOIT COLOR TO DRAW ATTENTION
TO SPECIFIC AREAS OF YOUR DESIGN

Cee Lo Green

Dabrye

Don Diablo ft. Dragonette
Emancipator

Flying Lotus

Ganja White Night

Jazzadezz

Kazi Ploae

Kazi Ploae si Specii

Kazi Ploae si Specii (cu Bean)

Kazi Ploae si Specii (cu Bean si Ursacian)

Computer

» All Artists Add music to Cloud playlists
3¢ 23albu

Upgraded A

OnefThree TwolThree w.TheBurningEar.com

udio

Download music from the Cloud

See Completed

F N

Soon It Will Be Cold Enough 1983 Los Angeles

GANJA WHITE NIGHT

Cancel All
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TRIADIC

Simple to use
Evenly spaced around color wheel
Vibrant

https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2010/02/color-theory-for-designer-part-3-creating-your-own-color-palettes/




COMPOUND

Uses complimentary colors (opposite on color wheel)
& analogous (adjacent colors)

ANALOGOUS

Adjacent colors on color wheel
Subtle

11/10/16



11/10/16

The Crop Trust is a

ANALOGOUS

IES <
DISTRIBUTED

124K

TYPOGRAPHY




CREATIVE

CLEAN

The Notebook

3types
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FUN

Franz Sans

powerful & pleasant

intro glyphs detalls opentyps pefaces inuse tryit buyit comtact

Sharp angles combine with round
corners to make Franz Sans appear both
powerful and pleasant at the same time.

Franz Sans is an optical, mono-linear grotesque.

The details work best in display sizes
for your web and print projects.

BOLD

Headquarters

DUMBO, Brooklyn. With a West Coast office in Portland, Oregon, and

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
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Texture

Simulated
materiality

Affordance cues
(learnability)

Flat vs
Skeumorphic

Challenge: clutter

Skeuomorphic Design

Flat Design

.. vodafone UK 3G 23:21 9 100% 3
Notes There are no skeuomorphs in this picture.... Done

Today 12 Nov 23:21

return

qgwe rr tyuiop

asdf ghj kI
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Texture

o060 Evernote

< > RoipedaTestr O @ =+ New Note in Skitch - softpedia test | | (Qsearch notes
Gount [ Updatea |

a=

softpedia’s |

notebook

Current Projects Stack = 4

Work Projects

Weekly Reports
fi Evan Rote

Event Plans

Reports

View all notes in Current Projects Stack 3

Organizing Visual Information

*  What is most important?
— What needs to be understood immediately
— What is secondary
— What is only rarely engaged with
* How are elements related?
— Informed by scenarios

* Visual attributes
— Color (e.g., darker = more important)
— Size
— Spatial (top vs bottom)
— Sequential (logical path)
— Be judicious in use of bounding boxes
* Can make the interface feel heavy

* Especially important for transient interfaces
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INFORM

@

A LOGICAL PROGRESSION THAT GUIDES
USERS FROM ONE ACTION TO THE NEXT

COMMUNICATION

&

CLEARLY COMMUNICATE CONTENT BY
PRIORITIZING IT WITHIN YOUR DESIGN

11/10/16
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o« AT&T 2 10:47 AM =4
Nearby Search

1. Roti Mediterranean Grill 0.0 miles

310 W Adams, The Loop $ >

(% | ¥ | % | A 63 Reviews Mediterranean

2. Townhouse Restaurant &... 0.0 miles
111 S Wacker Dr, The Loop $$

% | o | o ) 47 Reviews American (New)
Y Happy Hour

3. Haifa Cafe 0.0 miles
318 W Adams St, The Loop $ >
LIS 24 Reviews Greek
4. Potbelly's 0.1 miles
150 S Wacker Dr, The Loop $ >
IS E3E3E 41 Reviews Sandwiches

5. Sopraffina Marketcaffe 0.1 miles

H7

Premium wireless over-ear

11/10/16
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Q7

Banking

SPACE

New Cases

341 Meetings

Action ltems

o TowoRow

i L @S

Activit Feed

© L v

o -1

oo fom o ot

Visual Structure: Grids

Make cute and easy
up-cycled DIY mood
lighting from old cans!
Great craft inspiration
for summer parti.

Oo Everything

o Sonika Matta

Q Popular
L

Karen Walker Will and
Grace | karen walker |
Tumblr

Architecture

'y

-~ .

Labels |

@ Annoushga

chunky

"g! Charani Kayina

within/across control groups & panes

ijustlove WILL &
GRACE. karen walker
is damn funny

Charitarth Una. o
g Objetct‘l’:o.“ « # Edit..
QU T

Qzﬁ ng- Stone

PHOTOGRAPHY
foco ]

Charitarth Un...

Charitarth Unagar
Photography Tag -
fa

s Charitarth Un... ;
!

PHOTOGRAPHY
CTRETETTRTIET

Door Handlock

CHariTarTH UNaGaR

PHoToGRaPHy E Charitarth Un...

E Charitarth Un...

Cups of Tea

11/10/16
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Visual Structure: Grids

B 7 P
Lo

Surimer grilling”

OO Everything

Q Popular
L
Animals

Architecture

® 5

Usability

ijustlove WILL &
GRACE. karen walker

Aesthetics

Charitarth Una. R
3 ObjectPho.. A ¢ Edit.
@7 Qzﬁ OD/ Stone -

PHOTOGRAPHY
TR

Charitarth Un...

Charitarth Unagar
Photography Tag F,
]
{

s Charitarth Un.. |+
| R 4
A
AlAH o
PHOTOGRAPHY. Door Handlock
CHariTarTH UNaGaR E ddedby
PHoToGRaPHy Charitarth Un...

e csvcceas urace con)
E Charitarth Un...
)

Efficiency in design

Be definitive

Be precise & decisive

(not almost aligned)

(not almost same size)

Simplicity & consistency

11/10/16
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Signal what users can do

* Render icons & visuals simply

— Avoid undue attention

— Accommodate lower-resolution displays
* |cons: convey sense of function

— Idioms, metaphors

— Text labels?

* Consider: background colors, frequency of use, # of icons,
display size

@@ = @@m@ Q\ ("’D\ C’b\

Q@O0 » N
6690 >‘v\ >‘)\ >')\

O00 6060606 (O

Minimize Visual Work

* Avoid visual noise
— Detract from info & affordance conveyance

* Noise?
— Boxes and “heavy” elements to separate controls
— Crowding elements
— Weak visual hierarchy

— Intense color, texture, contrast
— Too many colors

11/10/16
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Simplicity

Take things away until the design breaks, and then
put that last thing back in.

“Perfection is attained not when there is no longer
things to add, but when there is no longer anything
to take away.” — Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

Simple shapes
Limit typefaces, font sizes
Small variations in color, size, spacing, etc.

Create a Visual Design Language

* Vocabulary of design elements
— Shape
— Color
— Texture (or lack of)
— Typography
— Organization of these elements
— Patterns
— Principles

— Convey tone
— Establish patterns

11/10/16
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Design Languages — Why?

* An AirBnB example

* Introduce needed constraints

— Infinite potential solutions & approaches
— Difficult to choose between

* Facilitate collaboration & communication amongst designers +
stakeholders

— Establishes consistency + coherency as team members work across
features, applications

* Multiple platforms & devices
— Synchronizes design + development

http://airbnb.design/building-a-visual-language/

Design Principles - AirBnB

* Unified
— Each piece is part of a greater whole and should contribute

positively to the system at scale. There should be no isolated
features or outliers.

* |conic

— We're focused when it comes to both design and functionality.
Our work should speak boldly and clearly to this focus.

* Conversational

— Our use of motion breathes life into our products, and allows us
to communicate with users in easily understood ways.

http://airbnb.design/building-a-visual-language/

11/10/16
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Type Atly Color Spacing

Rausch 5 8-tiny
#FFSASF
3051

Title 1- 44/56

16 - small

Title 2 - 32/36

Ally Babu
#00A699
3031

24 - base

Title 3 - 24/28
Ally Arches 48 - large
#FC642D
301

Large - 19/24

Regular - 17/22 Ally Hof 64 - x-large
#484848

9141

Small - 14/18

Ally Foggy
#767676
4541

micko1-w/8

http://airbnb.design/building-a-visual-language/

Visual Design Patterns
Cards, Stacks & Carousels — When to use?

@ status D Photo £ CheckIn Cloudy Cloudy
(@) (e]
= News Feed
H Alexandra Rosas
hic2 d Just now @ Monday 68 Tuesday
Synday morning covversatno(n(around ‘the Now 4PM 5PM  6PM 7PM 7:15PM Now 1PM 2PM  3PM
cinnamon rolls: “Let's play trivia questions. 5
How old were you when you first knew you & (85 £ O O
it
started to stink? 61 64 63 61 61 Sunset 88 88
il Like B Comment A Share Tuesday D Wednesday
Wednesday Thursday
Danyelle Smith Little likes Thursday Friday
h @ Broads Who Tweet. Friday A Saturday
Just now - Sponsored @
Saturday £ Sunday
fortheladies who get social! L o
raomn n . \° | ©!
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Carousel Implementations

TAKE IT FROM A GEEK™ I : aTAKEITFROMAGEK'
= Q - i i= Q - i
Browse Search Cart Account Browse Search Cart Account
¢ — T

- g
o ek e VIPRE Antivinus 2013 -1 PC - PC... 'S
06:00PM (POT)
Heroys ™ Rosewill RHMS-11003 Dual Tik# ! Heteyer®  Rosewill RHMS-11003 Dual Tily#1)
I Desk 13°-27" LCD/LED Moniti =% Lot I Desk 13°-27" LCD/LED Monitd: =% Lot
$69.99 $69.99

AiPower 3250watt Portable Generators AiPower 3250watt Portable Generators

B $399.99 B $399.99

(:] Electronic... [:B Electronic...

Tab Bars

* Supports switching between different parts of
the interface

. Tips 12:00 pm N )

— Badging: communicate -
unobtrusively

— Have a small # of tabs 2: OO PM ®

— “Although a More

Alarm

tab can display extra :

tabs, this requires 5 /I 5 PM ®
additional taps and S

is a poor use of )

space.”

https://developer.apple.com/ios/human-interface-guidelines/ui-bars/tab-bars/

11/10/16
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Tab Bars

* Supports switching between different parts of

/IQOO PM X )
23 00 pm e

the interface
* Tips

— Communicate
current location

_53 15 pm e

https://developer.apple.com/ios/human-interface-guidelines/ui-bars/tab-bars/

Tab Bars — bottom vs. top?

.
o —
“ il
% K

Chandra Patni and 7 other friends like a photo.

‘s) Francis Luu added a new photo. — with
] Bl Adam Mosseri at Facebook HQ

(SRS David Woods
2
Liam and

iarm and | feel the same way about hiking — with

Amy Nguyen and Eric Brooks at Windy Hill Open
Space Preserve.

11/10/16
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Visual design is user experience design.

Why?
Conveys a tone, set the stage, impacts usability.

Visual Language Studies for Team Project

* First, create experience attributes: define tone and voice of the
application

— Think about existing products & companies with strong visual identity
(Google, Apple, Microsoft, Facebook, ...)

— Think about existing products in design space (Zillow, Trulia, ...)
— Consider your participants’ goals
* Second, brainstorm ideas for your visual design language
— Shape
— Colors
— Texture (or lack of)
— Typography
— Organization of these elements
— Patterns
— Principles

11/10/16
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‘7 Buy Tickets

W Recent trips will appear here!

(3 Ticket Wallet >

® My Account

Never wait in line for tickets
No more fumbling for cash
Purchase a ticket in seconds
Buy anywhere, anytime

Never lose your ticket again

oon.

AT&T LTE 4:21PM

Passport 2 Credits

Lacrosse Queen
% E30 ®10 (¢)123

T sync

T
S

Kid Power Team

®0000 ATAT LTE 421 PM

Follow

Following (3) Followers (3)

Soccer Dude
in Uganda

B ®io (o3

Frisbee Fiend
in Haiti

B ®io (o3

Kayak King

B ®wo

®ee00 ATAT LTE 4:21PM

< Back Mission

Kid Power Team

He ®n

& 15 Juty 23,2015 at 2:15pmin Kid Power Team
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